Welcome aboard True North – I hope you have a memorable time this Summer! This is nothing but fun!
 Being mindful of safety will insure an awesome trip. Having a great time and exercising care can go hand in hand. (  We will have safety orientations when you come aboard and answer all of your questions. 
 What to Bring – (you can use this as a checklist)
- Warmer clothes. It’s usually cooler here than you might think – especially early morning and late in the day when it can be down in the 50’s.  We find a couple layers work best. A rain jacket/slicker is handy too. Bring a swim suit/shorts for warm days and for lake and sea swimming.
- Travel light. You will share a hanging locker and drawers. We supply your towels and linens. History suggests that you will only use 50% of what you bring clothes wise.
- Soft, folding luggage. No hard sided luggage please – there is simply no place to store it.
- Sun screen and bug repellant. Toilet articles. Motion sickness medicine if you need it. There are only a couple places where we will be in more open water and that will be relatively short duration, the rest of the time is relatively protected water. Bottom line, if it is uncomfortable weather or water, we will avoid it until it improves, but everyone’s motion sensitivity is unique.

- Boat shoes – real boat shoes with a razor cut sole for good traction, preferably without black soles. Your shoes will get wet.  Bring 2 light pairs.
- Passport and any other docs you might need to get into and out of Canada/USA.  If your leg includes Canada, bring some Canadian currency.
- Sun glasses and a hat.
- Cell phone, camera.
- I have computers on the boat with internet connection when we are at shore.
- Your favorite DVDs or CDs or iPod and a book or two.
- Those legs with kids, you will really have to keep it down to one soft shelled bag per kid, max.
 
 
Schedule on Board – 
- There is very little structure on the trip. 
- Will make reservations at some marinas just in case, since it can get crowded in the summer at some of the places we are going. But we will choose where to go in real time, day to day when you get here.
- There is no set schedule, but past experience suggests that we normally get up between 7 and 8 and are in bed around 10. 
- Hungry, thirsty?  Please help yourself. Feel and act like you are at home. 
- You will be sharing the bunk room which is quite comfortable and a wonderful head with shower.
- We take turns with galley duties, making meals and with helm watch and other routine, day to day duties on the boat. 
- We will eat in most of our meals (60%) and eat out some meals (40%). Your assistance in sharing some of the food and beverage costs over the course of the trip is appreciated.
- Fishing – I have 2 poles and tackle and a successful crab pot and ichiban shrimp pot. You can purchase a local license where ever we are at the time. Feel free to bring your own pole and tackle.
  
 Water and Electricity  –  we generate/make both water and electricity on board the boat.
Even so, we conserve both water and electricity, but not so much as to cramp your style.
- Hot water is similar to home - space out the (shorter than at home) showers so everyone gets hot water and if we are afloat, showers can skip a day. Navy showers: get wet, shut off water; lather; then rinse.
- Toilets – we do our heavy lifting on the dock when possible so we don’t tax the holding tanks. And never more than toilet paper in the head.
- Electricity load - certain appliances should only be run if we are plugged in at a dock or if our generator is running. These include the hairdryer, curlers, microwave, washer/dryer, … and then we use only one at a time. 
- We have 110V AC and 12V DC available for recharging cameras, cell phones etc.
  Staying in touch with the world – Contact information - 
- When we are docked (40% of time), cell phone and internet coverage are usually available.
- When we anchor out (60% of time) and are in parts of the Sunshine Coast or Desolation Sound or further north, both cell and internet WiFi can be intermittent.  It is not uncommon to go as long as 4-5 days without cell or WiFi.
- There might be a few stretches where we are out of contact with VHF channel 16, which is the emergency coast guard (US and Canada) channel, but 90+% of the time we will be in range of channel 16 at least.
- Medical care is available in larger towns. Emergency care when we are in the wilderness is addressed with the help of the Coast Guard. Bring your insurance cards.  
- My cell phone is xxx and my email address is xxx. Please call me with any questions you have.
This is nothing but fun!
